
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, 
or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

NP301 Co-Leaders

ARS Mission

ensure high-quality, safe food and other agricultural 
products
assess the nutritional needs of Americans
sustain a competitive agricultural economy
enhance the natural resource base and the 
environment, and
provide economic opportunities for rural citizens, 
communities, and society as a whole
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Peter Bretting, National Program Leader, 
Plant germplasm and genomes
Peter.Bretting@ars.usda.gov, phone: 301-504-5541

Eric Rosenquist, National Program Leader, 
Tropical crops
Eric.Rosenquist@ars.usda.gov, phone: 301-504-4789

Kay Simmons, National Program Leader, 
Plant genetics and grain crops
Kay.Simmons@ars.usda.gov, phone: 301-504-5560

The Agricultural Research Service conducts 
research to develop and transfer solutions to 
agricultural problems of high national priority and 
provides information access and dissemination to:

Disease and Insect Protection
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USDA-ARS Plant Breeding Research is part of the
Plant Genetic Resources, Genomics, and Genetics Improvement

National Program (NP301)

NP301 Vision
Providing genetic resources, genomic information, and genetic tools to enhance crop production, quality, 
and safety, in partnership with public and private collaborators

1.  Plant and Microbial Genetic Resource Management

Visit on-line at www.ars.usda.gov/research/programs
Click link to NP301

NP301 Research Components

2.  Crop Informatics, Genomics and Genetic Analyses

3.  Genetic Improvement of Crops

For more information

The National Plant Germplasm System conserves and evaluates more than 
476,000 plant germplasm samples, distributing > 120,000 samples annually.

Crop genome database stewardship and bioinformatics tool development, 
structural comparison and analysis of crop genomes, genetic analyses and 
mapping of important traits

Genetic theory and methods of crop improvement, capitalizing on 
untapped genetic diversity, germplasm enhancement/release of 
improved genetic resources and varieties


